
The first day was already full of exci ng 

events; the first compe ons in 

Draughts, Go and Xiangqi (read more on 

pages 4‐6), the press conference and the 

opening ceremony.  The event is now 

officially open!  

The morning press conference took 

place in the Informa on Office of Beijing 

Municipality. Representa ves of 

SportAccord as well as the Beijing Olym‐

pic Development Associa on presented 

the concept of SportAccord World Mind 

Games and explained why Beijing is an 

ideal place to host the event. Two Am‐

bassadors; Ms Joanne Jia Jia Missingham 

of Go and Chan Chun Kit of Xiangqi as 

well as the Online Tournament Winner 

in Draughts Diego Sousa were present 

too and told media about their back‐

ground and experiences at SportAccord 

World Mind Games.  

The Opening Ceremony which took place 

in the evening marked the start of the event.  

SportAccord President Hein Verbruggen  

expressed his gra tude for the warm recep‐

on of SportAccord in China’s Capital. He con‐

nued by acknowledging the sponsors, the 

Local Organising Commi ee; par cularly, the  

Chinese Board and Card Administra on Cen‐

tre, the Beijing Olympic City Development As‐

socia on and the Beijing Sports Bureau and all 

the people involved in the prepara ons.  

Ac ng Major of Beijing Wang Anshun,  

Vice‐Mayor of Beijing Lu Wei, Deputy Director 

of General Administra on of Sport of China 

Feng Jianzhong welcomed SportAccord, play‐

ers, coaches, referees, and all par cipants. 

They underlined the values and importance of 

SportAccord World Mind Games and wished 

the event a great success. 

The addresses were followed by ar s c per‐

formances of sand pain ng, mar al arts dance 

performance, sculpture dance and Peking 

Opera.  
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Today’s schedule  

Bridge Double Round  Robin 
10:30—12:50 1st round 
14:20—16:40 2nd round 
17:10—19:30 3rd round 
13:00-16:30 Cultural and Educational 
Activity—Bridge visits No. 15 Middle 
School in Beijing 
 

Draughts  Standard Event (10x10) 
9:30—14:30 Round 1 
15:00-17:00 Main Round 
15:00—17:00 Barrages 
Followed by Demonstration Checkers  
 

Go  Individual Women & Men 
9:30—12:30 Round 2 
15:00—18:00 Round 3 

Xiangqi  
Men Individual 
14:00—18:00 Round 2 
Women Individual  
14:00—18:00 Round 2 
14:00—15:30 Cultural and Educational 
Activity—Xiangqi welcomes 30 elemen-
tary school students to the venue 
 

Weather in Beijing, today 

 

 
3°C 
Mostly cloudy 

WELCOME TO THE SECOND EDITION OF  

SPORTACCORD WORLD MIND GAMES! 

Follow on social media! 

www.facebook.com/worldmindgames 

twitter @worldmindgames 



Day 1 in pictures 



then a er a while I went back to Taiwan and compete in Tai‐

wan. 

Go is a game that many countries in the world don’t know 

much about.  

Yes, it’s mostly played in Asia; China, Korea, Japan and Tai‐

wan. And those countries have professional players. Europe‐

an and American countries don’t have so many professional 

players but have very strong ameateur players. 

 

How did you become the Go Ambassador for this event? 

I was told by Taiwan Go associa on that they picked me. I 

was very happy about it. I think I have the mission to let peo‐

ple know how wonderful Go is; it’s a really great game. You 

have to let people know that. It’s really fun to be the ambas‐

sador.  

Do you have favourite players at this year’s edi on? 

Chinese players and Korean and Japanese players are the 

strongest so it’s difficult to tell but for sure these countries 

will get medals.  

Joanne is no. 1 Women Champion in Taiwan, has 

4 victories in tournaments in Taiwan in 2012, no. 

1 in women’s selec on tournament in 2010 

Asian Games, no. 1 Oceania Toyota and Denso 

Cup in 2008 .  

This isn’t your first  me at SportAccord World Mind 

Games? 

No, it’s my second me here and I competed in 

mixed double and the group event. In both I got 

number 4. 

What are your memories from last year? 

It was really quite fun to have such a big compe on, I 

met lots of people and some really strong players. 

How did your adventure with Go start? 

I started playing Go when I was 6. Since then I was into 

playing Go. Even a er I went to America where Go is not 

that popular I s ll played on the Internet. In the end I de‐

cided to go China to become a professional player but 

Ambassador of Go Joanne Jia Jia Missingham 
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Draughts:  

Schwarzman raises from ashes. Nogovitsyna undisputable queen 
The Draughts blitz tournament on the opening day of the SportAccord World Mind Games produced two 
worthy winners. With the men it was Alexander Schwarzman from Russia who fought himself back from a 
nega ve score and beat opponent a er opponent to reach the top of the Olympus. In the women 
tournament, Matrena Nogovitsyna, also from Russia, was a class of her own. From the start of the 
tournament she took the lead and never gave it away.  Manyfold worldchampion Golubeva (Latvia) followed 
her on a safe distance. The ba le for the bronze medal was won by Olga Balthazi (Ukraine). In the men 
tournament, Alexander Baliakin from The Netherlands made a strong impression and won silver whereas 
Alexander Georgiev (Russia) took bronze.   

The Draughts grand masters on the first day showed the best of themselves. Besides his extreme mental 
strength, Schwarzmans win was in some part also a bit endebted to the sportsmanship of opponent Pim 
Meurs. In an absolute draw posi on, Schwarzman exhausted the final seconds of his thinking me and a flag 
appeared on the display of his clock. Normally, this is  a death sentence for the flagged player. Bystanding 
referee Andriy Shcherbatyuk from Ukraine already moved in to announce a regalatory loss for Schwarzman, 
but opponent Pim Meurs graciously indicated that he had already accepted Schwarzmans draw offer before 
his thinking me expired. As this interpreta on of spor ve reality was shared by both Schwarzman and 
Meurs, the referee wisely accepted the conclusion of both players.  

Although Meurs himself thought to have played an inferior tournament, in the twel h round he was able to 
execute a nice combina on against Dul Erdenebileg from Mongolia. A er 41. 45‐40? of  the Mongolian 
player the posi on of diagram 1 was reached and Meurs surprised his opponent with: 

41.  .. 13‐19 42. 24x13 2‐8 43. 13x2 17‐21 44. 2x27 and Meurs decapitated the freshly crowned white King 
and obliterated the Mongolian hordes with … 22x35!  Maybe this combina on can be called the 'Flying 
Dutchman'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Champion Schwarzman showed his might in the posi on of diagram 2. Opponent Andrei Tolchikau from 
Belarus thought to win Schwarzmans intruder on 29 by playing 25. 39‐33? and was heavily punished for such 
audacity. The Moscow mastermind completely surprised the young Belarusian gun with a silent move and a 
poisonous combina on leading to the crowning of a Russian king and the demise of the Belarusian posi on.  
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Go: 

The first round of the men's and women's individual compe on at the SportAccord World Mind Games was a 

roaring success for the players from Japan and Korea: they won all eight of their games, including a match bet‐

ween Japan's Murakawa Daisuke and Russia's Ilya Shikshin broadcast live on YouTube. Chinese players produ‐

ced a respectable three wins, but in the men's division China's Tuo Jiaxi lost to Korea's Choi Chulhan; Tuo will 

shi  into the repechage tomorrow. Chinese Taipei will send both of its men into the repechage, a er losses to 

players from China and Japan, although Lin Chi‐han's loss to Japan's Fujita Akihiko was by only 3/4 stone. In the 

women's division, four players from the far east had byes, four more won their games, and the four from Eu‐

rope and Canada lost. 

With the silent 29...10‐14, Tolchikau was forced to take Schwarzmans piece on 29 with 30. 33x24 and 
in doing so he was forced to fall into his own sword. With  30... 23‐29 31. 24x33 Schwarzman already 
prepared his deadly 'flyover'. With 31... 14‐20 he con nued to execute a shrewd and hidden 
combina on: 32. 25x14  3‐9! Timeo Danaos et donas ferentes.... A king is nice, but this king would 
prove to be as a puppet to puppetmaster Schwarzman. 33. 14x3  12‐17. Here Schwarzman 
nonchalantly makes effec ve use of the majority capture rule in draughts. Tolchikau is forced to take 
34. 3x21 with his king. And now the deadly 'flyover' followed by corona on: 26x50! 
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Don’t miss the photo exhibition! 

The photo exhibi on, part of the Social, Cultural & Educa onal Programme of SportAc‐

cord World Mind Games is located on the ground floor of the Conven on Center. 

Through images and descrip ons, it tells the history and tradi ons of the five par ci‐

pa ng Mind Sports; Bridge, Chess, Draughts, Go and Xiangqi.  



















SportAccord World Mind Games Official Sponsors 


