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Follow on social media!  

www.facebook.com/worldmindgames Twitter @worldmindgames www.youtube.com/mindgameschannel  

Thank you and see you next year in Beijing! 

Beijing 2012 SportAccord World Mind Games ended yesterday with the last matches and  

medal ceremonies. SportAccord and the Local Organising Committee BODA thanks the  

players, IF representatives, sponsors and all participants of this year’s event. We could all 

watch some great matches and enjoy a great atmosphere at the venue. The positive spirit 

shown by everyone has been outstanding! 

Have a safe trip back home and see you all in December 2013 in Beijing for the next edition of 

SportAccord World Mind Games!   



Thank you IF media officers! Thanks to you we could produce the daily broadcast and the Daily 

Bulletin!   



DAY 8 IN PICTURES 



Go: Another gold for Korea 
In the final round of the pair go competition, after an exciting fighting game the Korean pair of 
Choi Jeong and Choi Chulhan defeated China's Li He and Jiang Weijie by resignation to add  
another gold medal to the gold and bronze medals they had already won in individual competi-
tion. 

 In a game that lasted 316 moves and was decided by only a fraction of a stone, Mukai Chiaki and 
Murakawa Daisuke of Japan defeated Joanne Missingham and Lin Chi-han of Chinese Taipei to 
capture the bronze medal. In the fifth-place playoff, Natalia Kovaleva and Ilya Shikshin of Russia 
defeated Irene Sha and Bill Lin of Canada by a more comfortable 2-3/4 stones. For the Koreans 
and Russians, it was sweet revenge for last year, when the Koreans had been unable to defeat 
the Chinese and the Europeans had been unable to defeat the North Americans. We can only look 
forward to seeing who takes vengeance on whom next year. 

 Chess: Final Results Blindfold 

On the second day of blindfold the sole leader of the tournament Levon Aronian made two 
draws against Peter Leko and Teimour Radjabov and defeated Wang Hao. 5, 5 out of 7 turned 
to be enough for the first place in the tournament as the closest rival of Levon at that time 
Hikaru Nakamura failed to win in the last round against Liren Ding and finished the tournament 
on the second place. As a result, American player won three silver medals in the Mind 
Games!  Peter Leko had good chances for the medals but lost the last game against American 
Gata Kamsky. Despite the victory over Hungarian player Gata Kamsky finished behind on tie-
break points of Azeri player Shakhriyar Mamedyarov. In women section the leader of the previ-
ous day Viktorija Cmilyte started the second day with the victory over Humpy Koneru. Viktorija 
made two draws in the sixth and seventh rounds but unexpectedly it turned to be not enough 
for the gold medal. Former world champion Hou Yifan showed fantastic result on the second 
day and won three last games to become the winner of blindfold! Anna Zatonskih made 2,5 out 
of 3 in the last rounds and grabbed  the bronze medal. Our congratulations for the winners! 
Some interesting moments from the day 2 chosen by Bartek Heberla.   

Karjakin -Ding  



In this position black is in serious trouble, however in blindfold chess it’s not a time to resign 
yet! 
1…Nef5!? Very tricky move, the last chance… 

2.Qxb5??  

and now instead of recapture, black is simply giving mate 
2…Rg2+ 3.Kh1 Ng3x! 
The round 6 became unfortunate for the queens of Laurent Fressinet and Shakhriyar Mamedya-
rov, who blundered their strongest piece in one move.  
Giri-Fressinet  

In this position Fressinet was probably sure that white king is on g1. 
He started with 1…Rh3?! 2.Bxh3 Ne2 (+?!) However it appears that there is no check, so after 
3.Qxd6 he had to resign. 
Zatonskih - Koneru 
Except the blunders typical for blindfold chess, we could have also observe some brilliant ma-
neuvers:  



1.Be5+! forcing pawn endgame winning for white 
1…Bxe5 2.fxe5 Kxe5 3.g4! Stopping f5, now white is just taking the pawn on b3, while black 
can’t touch white pawns (Kxe4 4.d6 and white is promoting a queen) 
1:0 
Kosteniuk-Zatonskih  

This game should have ended in a draw, as white could just sacrifice a rook for the passed 
pawn and exchange all the pawns on the queenside. 
But after so tiring game, Kosteniuk simply forgot about the rook: 
1.Kc5?? Kxg2 0:1  



Draughts: Gold for Georgiev and Nogovitsyna  
Alexander Georgiev and Matrena Nogovitsyna from Russia have won the men's and women's 
final of the draughts tournament. Georgiev in his last match against Alexei Chizhov lost with the 
smallest possible difference and in doing so secured his tournament victory.  

With the women, Matrena Nogovitsyna beat Viktoriya Motrichko from Ukraine in the Lehman – 
Georgiev tie-break from a seemingly passive position. Motrichko in the board position had just 
played  39... 23-28? in order to defend her advanced piece on square 27. But Nogovitsyna 
responded with a nasty and winning combination: 40. 38-33! 28x48 41. 26-21 27x16 42. 31-26 
48x31 43. 36x29! 

Draughts puzzle solutions of yesterday:  Day before yesterdays'corrected puzzle on top: After 1... 20-25? white 
wins with 2. 27-22 25x32 3. 22x2 16x27 4. 2x16 27-31 5.16x38 31-37 6. 38-47 and winning 'opposition'. (of course 
12 in the text of the corrected puzzle should have been 11...) 

Then the solutions of yesterday from left to right: 

1. 27-21 26x17 2. 28-23 18x29 3. 38-33 29x38 4. 37-32 38x27 5. 31x15! 

1. 27-21 16x36 2. 37-31 36x27 3. 32x05 23x34 4. 05x40 45x34 5. 50-44 and winning opposition! 

1. 47-42 36x27 2. 37-31 24x44 3. 31x35 44-49 4. 50-44! 49x40 5. 35x44.  



Xiangqi Final Results 
After 7 rounds of fierce competition, Wang Tian Yi (China) successfully won the Champion title 
with 5 wins and 2 draws. Nguyen Hoang Lam (Vietnam) and Chan Chun Kit (HK) followed and 
took the second and third places respectively. Xue Zhong (Germany) is the black horse of the 
game and ends with the Fourth place.  

For the women’s game, Chen Li Chun (China) won the championship with five consecutive wins 
and one draw. Cao Phuong Thanh (Vietnam) follows as 1st runner up and Jia Dan as 2nd runner 
up.  

German, Dutch and Vietnamese players visited Beijing Xiangqi School The Vietnamese, Ger-
man and Dutch Xiangqi players have visited Beijing Yixiutang Xiangqi School on the evening of 
Dec. 18 before the last round. This is one of the few Xiangqi schools in Beijing which offers the 
Xiangqi training for kids and adults. Nguyen Hoang Lam, top player of Vietam who ranks cur-
rently No. 2 had a friendly game with Wei Guotong, the Chief Coach of Yixiutang Xiangqi School. 
Wei is a top amateur player and won several times the Champion title in Beijing. He was invited 
by German Xiangqi Association to be the coach of Xue Zhong and Wu Caifang. 



Checkers Event 13-19 December, 2012 SportAccord WMG 

Final Standings (Six Rounds) 

 
BY GAME: 

 
*won 8-game rapid tie-break 3-1 with 5 draws over Borghetti 

BY  ROUND TOTAL: 

 
*won 8-game rapid tie-break 3-1 with 5 draws over Borghetti 

1. Alexander Moiseyev (USA) 13 

2. Lubabalo Kondlo (South Africa) 12 

3. Michele Borghetti (Italy) 12 

4. Ronald King (Barbados) 11 

 
# 

Name Country 1 2 3 4 Points Place Remark 

R1 R2 R1 R2 R1 R2 R1 R2 

1 Alexander 
Moiseyev 

USA   1-1 1-2 1-1 1-1 1-1 1-1 13 1   

2 Lubabalo 
Kondlo 

South 
Africa 

1-1 1-0   0-2 1-1 0-2 2-1 12 2 * 

3 Ronald 
King 

Barbados 1-1 1-1 2-0 1-1   1-0 1-1 11 4   

4 Michele 
Borghetti 

Italy 1-1 1-1 2-0 0-1 1-2 1-1   12 3   

# Name Country 1 2 3 4 Points Place Remark 

R1 R2 R1 R2 R1 R2 R1 R2 

1 Alexander 
Moiseyev 

USA   2 3 2 2 2 2 13 1   

2 Lubabalo 
Kondlo 

South 
Africa 

2 1   2 2 2 3 12 2 * 

3 Ronald King Barbados 2 2 2 2   1 2 11 4   

4 Michele 
Borghetti 

Italy 2 2 2 1 3 2   12 3   

Draughts online tournament winner Diego Sousa plays a match against Alexander Georgiev 



Results from 19 December 



























Results are provided by   

 

 

 

All results are available at: http://www.worldmindgames.net/en/results-schedule  



2012 SportAccord World Mind Games official sponsors: 

Draughts puzzle for your trip back home 

After a week of  Chess, Bridge, Go, Xiangqi and Draughts, we are going home with a satisfied but maybe 
also still a bit puzzled mind. All those problematic situations that were faced by the mindsports athletes 
and for which they time and time again found their creative solutions will for days, weeks and probably 
years still occupy our minds. In no other place in the world has been done so much strategic thinking and 
complex problem solving as last week during the SportAccord Mind Games in Beijing. In order to not 
completely go 'cold turkey', a diagram seemingly coming out of another dimension is presented. It's a 
position that occurred in the Paramaribo tournament of 1969 in a game between Jacqdies Sheoratan and 
Ton Sijbrands, the illustrious world champion of  1972 and 1973. This game caused an earthquake,  
especially in the then Soviet Union. The cold war was at it's pinnacle and there was a draughts race going 
on between the Netherlands and the Soviet Union. This fragment demonstrated to the Soviets that 'those 
Dutchies' were in the possession of 'the bomb' and they intensified their efforts accordingly. To some 
extent, the prize winners of this years SportAccord Mind Games still testify to these cold war efforts and 
the 'Sijbrands Threat' . 

But back to the game in question now. Sijbrands' opponent may have been the champion of Surinam but in 
no way posed a serious threat to the genius that was and is Sijbrands. The news was not in the fact that 
Sijbrands won this game but in the way that he won it.  

Sijbrands in the board position had just played 11. 39-34?!!! In draughts, at first sight this can be 
considered a very weak move, because it enables black to emprison the right white flank with 11...20-25. 
But this is exactly what Sijbrands was hoping for.... Actually,  Sijbrands had already from the opening 
been intentionally playing towards this position in order to provoke 11... 20-25.  

When Sheoratan – as any player of flesh and blood would have done – indeed played 11...20-25? and the 
board postion was reached, Sijbrands showed him why he was the chosen one, the only grandmaster that 
played draughts  ,,as God had intended”. As the reader may guess, Sijbrands especially in that period of 
time was not troubled by urges of false modesty. Of course, it is quite difficult to imagine how someone is 
able to intentionally play towards this position (while luring his opponent every move with him) and from 
this position thinking ahead another ten or twenty moves with some very unusual and original manoeuvres 
included. But don't trust the publisher and judge for yourself: 

Sijbrands astonished his opponent by crowning a winning king on the initially occupied square (How on 
earth could Sijbrands make that piece far behind enemy lines disappear?) number 3: 12. 27-22 18x27 13. 
27-22 18x27 14. 33-29 24x31 majority capture 15. 44-39 a so called 'silent' and very hard to find move, 
but on that proves to be essential for the execution of the final blow, which will become evident on move 
number 18. 15...27x38 16. 41-37 again a surprising and hard to imagine move, which (again) makes good 
use of the majority capture rule 16... 23x41 17. 46x8 piece 46 flies over the board to the other side, but it 
is all just part of the 'preparation process'. 17... 3x12 Yes, this is what everything has been about: to 
remove that untouchable piece on 3 to make room for the king of emperor Sijbrands. And now, Sijbrands 
made the position understandable for laymen as well. 18. 39-33! 38x29 19. 34x3 Long live the king! 


