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Today’s schedule  

Bridge   
Individual Event 
Individual (Session 3) 8 Roundsx3 
Boards 
9:45 - 12:40 3rd session 
13.00 Awarding Ceremony 

Chess  
Blindfold Event 
11:00 - 16:00 Rounds 5-7 
16:30 Awarding Ceremony 

Draughts  
(10 x 10) Round 6:  
9:30 - 14:30 Main Round 
15:00 - 17:00 Barrages Demonstration 
Checkers: 8x8 boards 
15:00 Elementary School visit venue 
and Draughts competitions 
17:20 Awarding Ceremony 

 Go 
Pair Go Event 
9.30 - 12.30 Final competition for the 
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th, 5th and 6th 
14:00 Awarding Ceremony 

Xiangqi 
Men Individual: 
8:30-12:30  Round 7 
Women Individual: 
8:30-12:30  Round 6                                   
12:40 Awarding Ceremony 

Weather in Beijing, today 

 

 
-3°C 

Follow on social media! 

www.facebook.com/worldmindgames 

Twitter @worldmindgames 

www.youtube.com/mindgameschannel  

Story continues on next page 

Interview with the Chess ambassador HOU Yifan 

Yifan is from China. Her titles include: FIDE Title: Grand Master, 
Woman Grand Master, No. 1 female under 18 and No. 3 female  
active player in the world. 

Tell about your role as the Chess ambassador. 

It’s really an honour to be the Chess ambassador of the event this 

year. I was happy to accept the invitation. I hope I can do more to 

promote this event and especially Chess. 

How did you get into playing Chess? 

I started when I was 5.5 years old. My parents wanted me to play 

some mind sport and I decided it to be Chess.  As a kid, I found the 

pieces for Chess very interesting. They are all different and have 

different functions; I guess that attracted my attention.  



What makes playing Chess interesting for you? 

I just think that the feeling is great. I’m always eager to learn more about Chess so I can’t really 

use one word to describe how playing Chess makes me feel. I think that at some point playing 

Chess is similar to our lives; you need to have a strategy and imagination to be able to come up 

with an accurate calculation.  

Are you satisfied with your results at the moment? 

So far I was a twofold World Champion; in 2010 and 2011. This year I lost the title but I think that 

for the quality of my games I have achieved a lot. I won with some of the top players this year and 

I find SportAccord World Mind Games this year one of my most satisfactory tournaments so far.  

What do you think about SportAccord World Mind Games? 

It’s very nice that we have such a tournament. We have so many mind sports together here!  

It has a lot of activity; people come to talk, communicate and play with each other. It’s a nice way 

to promote mind games. I hope that more and more people can enjoy the mind games; it’s about 

so much more than just the results!   

Pair Go: a narrow escape for China 

Compared with individual go, pair go is less predictable (and some would say more fun), but the 

first round of the pair go knockout went as expected. The round was seeded so that the four  

far-eastern pairs met the four pairs from other parts of the world, and the far-eastern pairs won 

by resignation on every board. In the afternoon round, the Chinese pair (Li He and Jiang Weijie) 

faced the Japanese pair (Mukai Chiaki and Murakawa Daisuke).  

Story continues on next page 



 Xiangqi  
Yesterday there was not much surprise. WANG Tian Yi (China) won against GU Yi Qing (Canada) 
and secured his champion title with five wins and one draw. CHAN Chun Kit (HK) won against NG 
Jun Ming (Singapore) where he took advantage of the mistake from NG with the Ping Feng Ma 
opening and started an irresistible attack on his left side including sacrificing a rook. NG first lost 
a rook and resigned after losing a horse in the end. Now Chan has 8 points and gets a good 
chance to end with place 3 or even place 2 if NGUYEN Hoang Lam (Vietnam) lose today. XUE 
Zhong (Germany) won against CHEN Fa Zuo (UK) and had accumulated 6 points, with possibility 
to end at place 4. 

For women’s tournament, CHEN Li Chun (China) won over JIA Dan (US) after a 3-hour game and 
confirmed her championship. CAO Phuong Thanh (Vietnam) has got two points from WU Cai Fang 
(Germany) and is likely to be the first runner-up. JIA will be the 2nd runners up disregard the result 
in the last round today. 
 

The Japanese were underdogs on the basis of their ranks, the results of the individual competi-

tion, and the results of other recent international matches, but this time they proved hard to de-

feat. In fact, they had their game won by a wide margin, if only they had chosen to avoid a ko in 

the top left corner. Although they won the ko fight, the repercussions in the bottom left were dis-

astrous, forcing them to resign. Tomorrow the Chinese pair plays the formidable Korean pair for 

the gold medal, while the Japanese pair contends for the bronze with the pair from Chinese  

Taipei and the Canadian and Russian pairs play for fifth place. 



DAY 7 IN PICTURES 



Draughts: Chizhov escapes to beat Schwarzman 

Excitement and rising temperature in the television commentating booth! Grandmasters Yuriy 

Anikieiev and Rob Clerc are commentating the rapid game between Alexei Chizhov and 

Alexander Schwarzman when Clerc exclamates that Chizhov with 40. 36-31? has just made a 

loosing move! 

It is now a matter of waiting untill Schwarzman will execute the coup de grâce. Or is it?... 

Seconds go by without anything happening. Half a minute... It was first assumed that 

Schwarzman had set a dirty trap for Chizhov but it is now clear that Schwarzman certainly has 

not seen this one coming either. So, the question remains if he will discover the combination in 

time.  A minute goes by while the spectators are holding their breath. And then, the Moscow 

Maestro plays 41... 21-27? and the winning moment is gone. How on earth is this possible? A 

combination that is being missed by  these two giants? ,,For us, it is easy to see, but sitting 

yourself behind that board is something completely different,” the experts in the commentating 

booth conclude. In the following tiebreak games, it is Chizhov who is the first to optimally use the 

chances offered to him by beating Schwarzman. 

So let's see this miracle combination that managed to stay undiscovered by two world 

champions.  

In the board position, black (Schwarzman) could have decided the match in his advantage by 

playing: 40... 22-27 41. 31x11 2-7 42. 11x2 9-14 43. 2x19 14x43. Basically, this combination does 

nothing more than transporting piece 31 to square 19 and placing a black piece on square 14 in 

order to be able to conclude the game with a 'flyover' towards king. The resulting endgame is 

one big mess for white who would have done best to just capitulate after the flyover. Maybe a bit 

hidden, but not a combination of worldclass. Sometimes, even the gods are only human.  

Meanwhile, world champion Alexander Georgiev after a very long match succeeded in beating 

Vadim Virniy and is leading the final group. Both Chizhov and Virniy however still have a chance 

of winning the tournament as well, so that everything will come down to the matches of today. 

Chizhov will then try to beat favorite Alexander Georgiev and Virniy will have the challenge to 

finish in front of Chizhov and Georgiev by eliminating Alexander Schwarzman in the first 

matchgame. 



Yesterday, the women's qualifying tournament ended and produced today’s dream final between 

Ukrainian fury Viktoriya Motrichko and Russian prodigy Matrena Nogovitsyna. Natalia Sadowska 

from Poland and Olga Fedorovich from Belarus will be competing for the bronze medal. 

Remarkable is that many times world champion Zoja Golubeva from Latvia is only competing for 

places five and six with Olga Balthazi from Ukraine. Golubeva's humble ranking underlines the 

strength of the next generation of women top players who in this tournament have taken over 'the 

established' players. 

Beijing Bridge News 

On Monday evening a special 8 board challenge match was played featuring the three players 
who won a trip to the Championships playing on line. 
Leo Lasota, who represented the USA in the 2000 University Cup in Maastricht was one of them 
and he partnered his fellow country man Joe Grue. Their teammates were Ribhu Ranjan Saha 
who won  the Junior online event & one of the Bermuda Bowl champions from the Netherlands, 
Sjoert Brink.  
They faced world champion Nevena Senior of Great Britain and Eric Laurant NPC of the Dutch 
Open Team who lined up with one of China's world champions, Sun Ming, who partnered Peinan 
Wu, the Chinese Our Game winner.  
It was the Anglo/Dutch/Chinese team who won the eight board match 42-12 IMPs. 
After day 1 of the Individual Championships Bas Drijver of the Netherlands leads the Men's event 

while Great Britain's Nevena Senior tops the Women's table. 



Results of  Checkers Event 13-19 December  
 

Totals through Round 5: 

 
 

 

Michele Borghetti (Italy) 11 

Alexander Moiseyev (USA) 11 

Lubabalo Kondlo (South Africa) 9 

Ronald King (Barbados) 9 

# Name Coun‐
try 

1 2 3 4 Points Place Remark 

R1 R2 R1 R2 R1 R2 R1 R2 

1 Alexander 
Moiseyev 

USA   2 3 2   2 2 11     

2 Lubabalo 
Kondlo 

South 
Africa 

2 1   2 2 2   9     

3 Ronald King Barba‐
dos 

2   2 2   1 2 9     

4 Michele  
Borghe  

Italy 2 2 2   3 2   11     

Draughts on The Great Wall 
Player Olga Fedorovich from Belarus playing a historic game with referee Andriy Shcherbatyuk 
from Ukraine. 

Player Ron King from Barbados for the first time in his life is experiencing snowy weather.  

Pictures: courtesy of Jacek Pawlicki 



Chess: Report of  the Day 1 of  Blindfold 

After the rapid and blitz tournaments the most difficult part of the Mind Games - Blindfold chess 
has started.  For the second time SportAccord chose this special form of chess play where the 
players do not see the positions of the pieces or touch them. All participants forced to have the 
mental model of the positions and use the computers to enter the moves. The organizers tried to 
provide the most comfortable conditions in order to help players not to lose their concentration 
during the games. It was forbidden for the spectators to enter the playing venue as well as for the 
photographers to take photos during the games.  Four games were played at the first day of the 
event but it seemed players got really tired in the fourth round and few games finished quite 
quickly because of blunders.  

Shakhriyar Mamedyarov, Levon Aronian and Peter Leko were on the top after the third round. In 
the fourth round Shakh got better position against Levon Aronian but blundered a rook and re-
signed immediately. Peter Leko made a draw against Teimour Radjabov. As a result, after the 
first day of blindfold Armenian GM Levon Aronian, who made the only draw against Hikaru Naka-
mura and won other three games, is a sole leader with 3, 5 points. Hungarian GM Peter Leko and 
Chinese Liren Ding share the second place half a point behind. In the women section former 
world champion Hou Yifan took the sole lead after she defeated Humpy Koneru in the third 
round.  Viktorija Cmilyte was just half a point behind. The game between Viktorija Cmilyte and 
Hou Yifan finished in favor of Lithuanian player, who immediately replaced former world champi-
on on the top of the table. Chinese GM Hou Yifan and Indian GM Humpy Koneru share the second 
place half a point behind. Some interesting moments chosen by GM Bartek Heberla.  

Morozevich-Bologan  

The evaluation had changed several times until players ended up in this position which looked 
winning for Black. However it was proved once again that everything is possible in blindfold 
chess… 
1...Rh3??  2. Re2 and suddenly White is winning 
Pia Cramling – Hou Yifan  

Story continues on next page 



This position is clearly better for Black, however it’s still not easy winning. 
But in blindfold chess it’s easier to blunder something, and that’s what happened: 
1.Rc5?? it was not the best idea to attack a pawn in this position. Hou Yifan immediately finds the 
way to win  

1…Rd3+ 2.Kg2  

Rxg3! (3.Kxg3 Ne4+) 0-1 



Results from 18 December 





















Results are provided by   

 

 

 

All results are available at: http://www.worldmindgames.net/en/results-schedule  



2012 SportAccord World Mind Games official sponsors: 

In a free moment... 

Puzzle frustration 

Some puzzlers must have been quite frustrated with one of yesterdays' puzzles and the publisher of this 
puzzle is feeling very guilty about that. Searching and searching for the solution but not finding it. 
Questioning oneself: ,,Am I crazy or is it the publicist?” Of course it's not you, it's the publicist. In the 
upper left diagram of yesterday, piece 7 should have been on square 12. Apologies to all draughts and 
puzzle fans. So, today 4 diagrams:  

Diagram 1. Yesterday’s puzzle but this time correct. How can white win directly after blacks faulty 1. 20-
25? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And now today’s (checked and double checked) puzzles:  

Board 2. white begins and wins. Board 3. white begins and wins. Board 4. white begins and wins. 

Solution of the other two puzzles of yesterday:  upper right board: 1. ..32-38? 2. 42-37! 38x29 3. 39-33 
29x38 4. 37-32 38x27 5. 31x15! With an unobstructed march towards a winning king. Lower board: 1...14-
19? 2. 29-23! elegantly making use of the majority capture rule.  19x48 3. 26-21! Majority capture rule 
gain! 48x19 4. 21x3 with a winning king. 


