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Today’s schedule  

Bridge   
Pairs Event 
Pairs (Session 3-4) – 1X22 Boards 
10:30 - 13:15 (3rd session) 
15:00 - 18:15 (4th session) 
19:50 Awarding Ceremony 

Chess  
Blitz Event 
14:00 - 19:00 Rounds 8-14 
19:30 Awarding Ceremony 

Draughts   
(10 x 10) Round 4:  
9:30 - 14:30 Main Round 
15:00 - 17:00 Barrages 
Demonstration Checkers: 8x8 boards 

Go 
REST DAY                                                                
IGF Cultural & Educational  
Programme Activity:                                                                        
School Visits Time: 14:00-15:30 
Place: Feng Tai No. 8 middle school  

Xiangqi  
Men Individual: 
14:00-18:00 Round 5 
Women Individual: 
14:00-18:00  Round 4 

 

Weather in Beijing, today 

  
-1°C 

GO: Gold medals for China and Korea 

In the game that decided the gold medal in the women's individual 
competition, China's Li He beat her countrywoman Rui Naiwei for a 
second time, proving that she has supplanted Rui as the world's top 
woman player. Both Li and Rui had beaten Korea's Choi Jeong, the 
bronze medalist, in earlier rounds, and Li had also beaten Rui to win 
the Bingsheng Cup in November.  

In the men's competition, the gold medalist is Korea's Choi Chulhan, 
who emerged victorious over countryman Kang Dongyoon in a 
game that featured wild fighting and huge exchanges. Choi now 
holds claim to two world titles.  

Follow on social media! 

www.facebook.com/worldmindgames 

Twitter @worldmindgames 

www.youtube.com/mindgameschannel  

Story continues on next page 



Draughts and Xiangqi visit Thisnghua University 
Yesterday the delegation of Draughts and Xiangqi paid a visit to Beijing’s Thinghua University. 
The visitors included President of SportAccord Hein Verbruggen, Vice President of SA  Jan 
Fransoo, President of FMJD Harry Otten, President of WBF Gianarrigo Rona, President of IMSA 
José Damiani, President of Asian Draughts Confederation Chimeddorj Bat-Erdene, Draughts 
ambassador 10xWorld Champion, European Champion Alexei Chizhov, Xiangqi 4 times Asian 
Champion Dul Erdenebileg.                      

Students of Tsinghua University in Beijing in anticipation of the SportAccord World Mind Games 
had been studying the game of Draughts and played a Draughts competition to measure their 
progress. The prize winners of this competition yesterday in the gym of the university received 
their awards from FMJD president Harry Otten. The opportunity was used by Draughts 
ambassador and tenfold world champion Alexei Chizhov from Russia to give a simultaneous 
game against twenty draughts fans. He was joined by Asian Champion Dul Erdenebileg from 
Mongolia and grandmaster Yuriy Anikieiev from Ukraine.  

Starting on the 18th, Choi and Li will contend for further medals in the pair Go competition, 

where Choi is partnered with Choi Jeong and Li with Jiang Weijie. Men's bronze medalist Lin  

Chi-han also moves on into the pair competition, where he is paired with go ambassador Joanne 

Missingham. 



Hein Verbruggen - SportAccord President  talks about SportAccord World 

Mind Games at Tsinghua University 

Tell us about the organisation of this year’s SportAccord World Mind Games. 

I would like to say that until now the organisation is excellent. It is expressed by the players. 

As long as the players are happy, we are happy. So compliments to BODA, Beijing Sports 

Buero who did an excellent job. I’m very happy about that. 

How did SportAccord World Mind Games start? 

It’s in fact part of the mission of SportAccord. We seek for ways to promote sports of our 

members. We think that these kind of games are a perfect fit for them, they give them a 

chance to showcase their sports, to bring their champions. Of course we are also very happy 

about everything that’s around the main event. We have the main event, the tournament with 

best players in the world but then we also use these players to go to participate in the social 

programmes, like visiting schools. We are now here at Tsinghua University and it’s a pleasure 

to see students playing with these champions. That’s a great contribution to making these 

sports more popular. 

If you look back at your years with SportAccord what are you most proud of? 

SportAccord has developed over the last 10 years, we have a highly professional staff. We do 
a lot for the federations, help them in many fields, and they have an interest of working  
together. We are very active in the field of sports for social responsibility; how we can use 
sport for different social projects. One of our main activities is to bring the know-how to our 
members about social responsibility that sports should and can have. So it’s not only about 
the events but also about things that you see here. That makes me a happy person. 

SportAccord President Hein Verbruggen with Tsinghua University students 



DAY 5 IN PICTURES 



Online Go winner Sun Nanjing plays against Michael Redmond 

Yesterday we could watch a Go match between the winner of the Go online tournament Sun  

Nanjing and Michael Redmond (9 Dan). Sun won by playing on the Pandanet gaming platform 

and was awarded a trip to Beijing to be at the 2012 SportAccord World Mind Games. It was no  

coincidence that Nanjing won, he is a 6 Dan! It is a pleasure hosting Nanjing at SportAccord 

World Mind Games. We talked to him yesterday before his match with Michael.  

How did you find out about the online tournament and why did you decide to participate? 

I often play on the internet and on Pandanet server. I saw the possibility to win a trip to 2012 

SportAccord World Mind Games and decided to compete for it.  

Where do you come from?  

I’m from China and have lived here all my life. 

How long do you play go? 

I began to play when I was 9, so I’ve been playing for almost 40 years now. 

What is it about go that you like it? 

I think it’s an interesting game, it teaches you to think logically and strategically. 

Do you play for fun or to compete? 

I’m not a professional so I play usually for fun but still I always play to win. 

Do you like Beijing and have you seen any interesting places here? 

I have been to Beijing many times. I often take part in go competitions all over the country. 

What about your impressions about SAWMG? 

I think it’s really a great event; lots of different people from all over the world. The level of play is 
exceptionally high too. 



CHESS 

On the first day of blitz all the players chose to play in a very aggressive style and draws were 
the rare guests in the table. After eight rounds of the tournament three well-known masters in 
blitz Hikaru Nakamura, Levon Aronian and Sergey Karjakin succeeded to get 6 points out of 8 
and took the lead in the tournament.  Nakamura has already played against other leaders, so to-
morrow one of the most important games will be Aronian – Karjakin (round 13).   

Below we can see how Aronian won one of his games: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
1…Rxa2! 2.Nxa2 Rxb3 3.Qa1 (3.Nc3 Qb2x) Qa3+ 4.Kd2 Rb2+ and black is winning. 

Vassily Ivanchuk lost the first and the last games, made 5,5 point in between and placed fourth in 
the table.  
 

In round 7 he won with black against Mamedyarov: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In this position Ivanchuk played 1…b3! The best for White was to choose 2.a3 but position is  
already better for Black. Mamedyarow took on b3 – 2.axb3 and missed a simple idea - a3! He had 
to resign because the “a” pawn is promoting. 

The current world blitz champion with amazing blitz rating 2923, Alexander Grischuk lost three 
games in a row at the beginning but managed to “wake up” after unsuccessful start and made 3, 
5 out of 5, which in any case makes hard for him to join the fight for medals. 

 
After eight rounds Alexandra Kosteniuk is a sole leader in women section  with 7 wins, as she 
lost only one game against Koneru in the seventh round. It looks like she has already played 
against the top-rated opponents; however in blitz everything is possible and we can expect a lot 
of emotions in last rounds.   



Elizabeth Paehtz, Anna Muzychuk and Humpy Koneru share the second place 1,5 points behind 
of the leader with 5,5 out of 8.  Another surprising result came from former world champion Hou 
Yifan, who unexpectedly lost three games in a row, same as Alexander Grischuk. Nevertheless 
she managed to improve her tournament situation and finished the first day with 3,5 out of 8.   
Let’s take a look one the key games of first round: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kosteniuk – Hou Yifan (round 1) 

Last Black`s move was 21…Bg7xc3, unexpectedly Kosteniuk didn’t recapture a piece, instead of 
that she found an interesting opportunity 22.f6! which gives White very promising chances. The 
game has continued with: 22…h5 23.Bf3 Bxf6 24.gxf6 Ne5 25.Bxh5! Nh7 26.Be2 1-0. 

Ribju Ranjan Saha - Junior Bridge online tournament winner 

Winner of the Junior Bridge category came to 2012 SportAccord World Mind Games from  In-
dia. It is his first time in China. The online tournament was organised from September-
November 2012 and winners in each sport were invited to Beijing to attend the 2012 SAWMG.  

How did you know about the online tournament? 

I’m a frequent visitor of the World Bridge Federation’s website and I saw the tournament there.  

How long have you been playing Bridge? 

One year so I was very lucky that I was the winner in the draw.  

 

Story continues on next page 



Why do you play Bridge? 

At the beginning I played to simply pass the time but with time I learned that there’s lots to  

discover in Bridge; the logic, strategy. So I decided to really learn the game and keep on  

improving.  

Do you usually play for fun or to compete? 

Recently, I have been playing on Bridge Base Online so there I play to compete.  

How do you like Beijing? 

Beijing is really a great city, very different from where I come from. But the climate is very  

difficult for me, it’s really cold! 

What do you think about SportAccord World Mind Games? 

I think the event is very well organised. I see the level of games is very high. I go and watch 

games whenever I can. I do that with the other online winners who are here too.  

Photo Ribhu Ranjan Saha, Bridge Ambassador Sjoert Brink, Online Tournament Bridge winner Leo Lasota 



Results from 16 December 





















Results are provided by   

 

 

 

All results are available at: http://www.worldmindgames.net/en/results-schedule  



2012 SportAccord World Mind Games official sponsors: 

In a free moment... 

Today a Draughts puzzle: 

Pyramids.  

 

The ancient Egyptians already played a board game that had similarities with Draughts. It is only 
logical that 'the pyramid' also plays a role in modern Draughts. In each of this puzzles, the 
strength of the pyramid is being used to achieve the crowning of a white king. In each puzzle, 
white begins and wins.  


