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Today’s schedule  

Bridge  Pairs Event 
Pairs (Sessions 1-2) – 1X22 Boards 
10:30 - 13:40 (1st session) 
15:30 - 18:40 (2nd session) 

Chess  
Blitz Event 
14:00 - 19:00 Rounds 1-7 

Draughts   
REST DAY                                                                    
FMJD Cultural & Educational  
Programme Activity: School Visit 
14:00-15:30 
Place: Tsinghua university  

Go 
Individual Men & Individual Women: 
Morning: REST                                                                                                  
15:00 - 18.00 Round 7 (Final)                                                       
15:00 Elementary School visit venue 
and Go competitions 

 20:00 Awarding Ceremony 

Xiangqi  
REST DAY                                                                          
WXF Cultural & Educational  
Programme Activity:                                                                        
School Visits 14:00-15:30 
Place: Tsinghua university 

                      

Weather in Beijing, today 

  
-1°C 

 

Laurent Fressinet and Kateryna Lahno winners  
of  the rapid tournament  

In the fifth round of the second day of the rapid French GM Laurent 
Fressinet defeated the sole leader Hikaru Nakamura to replace his 
opponent on the top of the table. At the same time Chinese player 
Liren Ding outplayed Peter Leko and shared the lead with Fressinet. 
In the sixth round the battle between two leaders finished in a draw 
but Hikaru Nakamura managed to win against Alexander Grishuk to 
join Chinese and French players on the top of the table. In the last 
decisive round Hikaru Nakamura and Laurent Fressinet defeated 
two Russian GMs Alexander Morozevich and Sergey Karjakin re-
spectively while Liren Ding lost against Alexander Grischuk.  

The tournament was won by French GM Laurent Fressinet on tie-
break points over American Hikaru Nakamura, who finished on the 
second place.  Russian player Alexander Grischuk got the bronze 
medal, ahead on tie-break points of Chinese Liren Ding.   

Follow on social media! 

www.facebook.com/worldmindgames 

Twitter @worldmindgames 

www.youtube.com/mindgameschannel  

Story continues on next page 



In women section the leader of the first day Hou Yifan made a draw in the fifth round but lost in 
the sixth round against German player Elisabeth Paehtz. Elisabeth became the sole leader before 
the last round with 4, 5 points out of 6. Humpy Koneru, Anna Muzychuk, Katerina Lahno, Hou 
Yifan and Antoaneta Stefanova were just half a point behind. Seven out of 8 games of seventh 
round were decisive and surprisingly the victories of Black outnumbered White’s success with 6 
to 1.  

In the seventh round Elisabeth Paehtz was paired with Humpy Koneru. German player made a 
decisive mistake 28.Rf4, lost the game and eventually finished on the fifth place. Antoanetta 
Stefanova had good chances to win playing white against Katerina Lahno but in the end blun-
dered the long move of Black’s queen 51.Qh8 and had to resign immediately. As a result, Ukraini-
an GM Kateryna Lahno became the winner of the rapid. Hou Yifan got silver medal and Humpy 
Koneru got bronze. Anna Muzychuk, who shared the first place, left without a medal because of 
tie-break points.  

1.Kateryna Lahno, 2.Hou Yifan, 3.Humpy Koneru, 4.Anna Muzychuk (5), 5. Paehtz Elisabeth (4,5) 

1. Laurent Fressinet, 2.Hikaru Nakamura (5,5), 3.Alexander Grischuk, 4. Ding Liren (4,5).  

The Netherlands and France take gold medals in Bridge Team events 

The first medals were awarded yesterday - the Netherlands easily defeated China in the final 

of the Men's event, while the USA took the bronze by beating Sweden. 

The Women's final produced a number of outstanding deals, with France getting more of them 
right than the USA to secure the gold medals. The bronze went to Great Britain after a nail  
biting match against China. 

Story continues on next page 



Students visit Bridge at SportAccord World Mind Games 

Yesterday, a group of school children from  Beijing elementary school came to the venue to meet 

the representatives from the World Bridge Federation; the President Gianarrigo Rona, Master 

Philippe Cronier, Bridge ambassador Sjoert Brink and other players. The children could watch 

the games and play themselves.  

In yesterday's Daily Bulletin part of the interview with the Netherlands Bridge ambassador 

Sjoert Brink gave a highly misleading view of the part luck plays in Bridge. (Easily understanda-

ble when you take into account the number of languages involved.) 

In Duplicate Bridge the competitors all receive the same cards, which totally eliminates the de-

gree to which luck might otherwise play a part. A player's decisions are based on the probabili-

ties and percentages that are inherent in the sport. In a situation where these probabilities fail 

(for example where four missing cards in a suit divide 4-0 rather than the more normal 3-1 or 2-2) 

it is the same for every player. 

Apropos the misinterpreted comment that in other mind games where you are better you win all 

the time, just have a word with Chess superstar Vassily Ivanchuk who yesterday lost three of his 

four games (his only win was against another giant, Shakhrijar Mamedyarov who went one bet-

ter by losing all four!) 



DAY 4 IN PICTURES 



Chan Chun Kit talks about his role  

as the Xiangqi ambassador 
From Hong Kong, China, Asian Grand Master, International Master, Bronze Medal of 2nd World 
Mind Sport Game (Xiangqi Men Team), Champion of 2009 and 2011 Hong Kong Open Xiangqi 
Tournament (Grade A)  

Why did you accept the role as the ambassador of Xiangqi? 

I am especially impressed by the Social, Cultural and Educational Programme of 2012 SportAc-
cord World Mind Games. I have been very interested in participating in this programme as it is 
close to my beliefs and to what I do in my daily life in Hong Kong. I work as a General Manager in 
the Chess Institute in Hong Kong. Our work is related to helping children and students with their 
education. 

How long have you been playing Xiangqi? 

I play Xiangqi since I was a little boy. I love it because it changed my IQ. Through Xiangqi I met 
many good friends so there are also social reasons why I enjoy it. I’m very happy to represent 
Hong Kong overseas as well.  

How is the tournament going for you so far? 

The competitors are very strong, it is very challenging so I’m really not sure which place I will be 
able to get.  

Your impression about SportAccord World Mind Games? 

This event is really great, there are so many different representatives from different countries 
and you have all so many mind sports all in one place.  I especially enjoy the Social, Cultural and 
Educational Programme here.   



Diego Sousa Draughts online tournament winner   
and his Beijing experience 

 
SportAccord World Mind Games online tournament was organised between September and 
November 2012 for each of the five mind sports participating in the 2012 edition. It was hosted 
by the biggest existing online gaming platforms. The winner for each sport received an invitation 
to attend the SportAccord World Mind Games in Beijing.  
 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  w i n n i n g  t h e  o n l i n e  t o u r n a m e n t .  
How did you find out about the online tournament and why did you decide to take part in it? 
I learned about the online tournament from draughts friends. Draughts is well known and much 
played in my city. I play in online tournaments whenever I can. 
 
Where do you come from and what do you do? 
I come from Sao Luis in Brasil and I am a computer technician. 
 
How long have you been playing Draughts? 
I started playing six years ago when the boyfriend of my sister introduced me to the game. 
 
Why do you play Draughts? 
The game is very interesting and fun to play. 
 
Do you usually play for pleasure or you also compete? 
I play for recreation but I did play in a state championship once. 
 
Do you like being in Beijing? Have you done anything special in the city? 
Yes, Beijing is a beautiful city. All that I have experienced since I came here is special. 
  
Do you have any favourite players of Draughts here who you think have a big chance to win? 
Yes, Alexey Chizhov. He is a tenfold World Champion and this year in France and in The 
Netherlands he proved to be in a winning mood. 



Chess - report of  14 December 
The first round of the chess rapid tournament  SportAccord Mind Games in Beijing got under way 
on the 14th of December 2012 after FIDE President Kirsan Ilyumzhinov and Director General of 
SportAccord Vincent Gaillard made first symbolic moves  1.e4 e5 in the game Morozevich-
Aronian. After that the players decided to switch to 1.d4 Nf6 and, as everyone was expecting, 
played a spectacular game, which eventually finished in a draw.  
After 4 rounds we have the leaders both in women and open sections. Hikaru Nakamura from the 
USA started 3 out of 3 and the draw in the fourth round against Levon Aronian put him on the top 
of the table before the second day of the rapid. French Grand Master Laurent Fressinet got good 
chances to share the lead with American player if he chose 33…Bd8 in the game against Kam-
sky. Instead he preferred 33…Rf8 and game finished peacefully after followed three-time repeti-
tion.  As a result Laurent Fressinet shares the second place together with Ding Liren from China 
with 3 points. The first day of rapid turned to be distressing for Azeri player Shakhriyar 
Mamedyarov who unexpectedly lost all four games.  
In women section former World Champion Hou Yifan from China also won 3 first games and made 
a draw against Humpy Koneru to get the sole with 3, 5 points out of 4.  Kateryna Lahno started 
the tournament with 2 victories but in the third round was defeated by Hou Yifan. In the fourth 
round Ukrainian player outplayed Alexandra Kosteniuk and finished the first day just half a point 
behind the leader. Kateryna Lahno shares the second place together with Humpy Koneru.  

Draughts men's final filled with world champions  
Yesterday, the qualification tournaments ended and produced a super playing field for the 
winners final with three world champions and among them no less than 18 world titles. Alexei 
Chizhov (10 times, Russia), Alexander Georgiev (5 times, Russia) Alexander Schwarzman  
(3 times, Russia) are joined by dark horse Vadim Virniy (Germany) who in his qualification group 
managed to leave world champion Guntis Valneris (1 time) behind him. The Otten system – earlier 
on because of the elimination of the draw result already characterized as being murderous – will 
guarantee an exciting  final. 

In the women's tournament, there are still two qualification games to be played before the grand 
finale. In group A it is Viktoriia Motrichko (Ukraine) and Olga Fedorovich (Belarus) who are in a 
fierce competition with eachother for one ticket into the final. In group B it is Natalia Sadowska 
and Matrena Nogovitcyna who are fighting in the top of the ranking. Nogovitsyna with white 
yesterday beat opponent Karlijn Overes from The Netherlands with a devastating combination.  

Story continues on next page 



After 19. 43-38 of Overes, Nogovitsyna suprised the Dutch talent with 19...23-28. Overes did 
not really have a choice: 32x23 was directly loosing so she had to take the offered piece with 
20. 33x22. Nogovitsyna continued by throwing in some more pieces: 14-20 21. 25x23 18x29 
22. 34x23.  everything had been put into place, Nogovitsyna executed the last and deadly part 
of her plan. 22...12-18! 23. 23x12 8x28 24. 32x23 21x25 and Overes capitulated.  

Go: Medals start falling into place 
The six individual go medals are starting to fall into place. Korean men and Chinese women will 
win the gold and silver medals. The suprise is a bronze medal in the men's division for Chinese 
Taipei's Lin Chi-han, who bested China's Chen Yaoye in round 5 before losing to Korea's Kang 
Dongyoon in round 6. Lin's games were the only ones that ended in the 'normal' way; the others 
all ended in the massacre of large quantities of stones. The prize for sportsmanship goes to 
Russia's ever-smiling Natalia Kovaleva, who described her loss to go ambassador Joanne 
Missingham in the women's fourth-place-fifth-place playoff as an 'interesting' game. 



Results from 15 December 

























Results are provided by   

 

 

 

All results are available at: http://www.worldmindgames.net/en/results-schedule  



2012 SportAccord World Mind Games official sponsors: 

1.Qf6! a1Q, 2.Ba3+ Qxf7, 3.Qxf7+ Kc6 4.Qe8+ Kb6, 5.Qd8+ Kb5 6.Qd7+ with perpetual check 
(Grischuk - Jobava, draw, round 3)  

In a free moment... 

Today two puzzles to solve; Chess and Go. 

This is an example of a "tsume-go" or "life and death" go problem, which are a whole genre to 
themselves. The problems involve closed sequences of moves that are required to either kill or 
survive a group, and involve "eyes," two of which are necessary to live. This is one of an annual 
series of problems based on each year's digits, created by Yilun Yang, for the American Go E-
Journal.  


