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Today’s schedule  

Bridge  Team Event 
Double Round Robin (Rounds 4-6)  
– 16 Boards 
10:30 - 12:50 (4th round) 
14:20 - 16:40 (5th round) 
17:10 - 19:30 (6th round) 

Chess  
Rapid Event 
14:00 - 19:00 Rounds 1-3 

Draughts  (10 x 10) Round 2:  
9:30 - 14:30 Main Round 
15:00 - 17:00 Barrages 
Demonstration Checkers: 8x8 boards 

Go 
Individual Men & Individual Women: 
Morning: Rest 
15.00 - 18.00 Round 4 

Xiangqi  
Men Individual:   14:00-18:00 Round 3 
Women Individual: REST DAY 

 

Weather in 

Beijing, today 

 
 

-2°C 

 

Bridge and Chess visit two schools  

in Beijing  
Yesterday, while the competitions of Bridge, Draughts, Go and 

Xiangqi continued, two representations; Bridge and Chess visited 

local Beijing middle schools. The visits are part of the Social,  

Cultural and Educational Programme of 2012 SportAccord World 

Mind Games. 

Bridge players Fu Zhong, Jan Peter Bertheau, Bridge Ambassador 

Sjoert Brink, the President of WBF Gianarrigo Rona, IMSA President 

Jose Damiani, SportAccord Director General Vincent Gaillard, 

Online Tournament winners Leo Lasota, Ribju Ranjan Saha were 

among those who visited the middle school No. 15. The students 

could play with the visitors and get lessons from the Masters.  

Follow on social media! 

www.facebook.com/worldmindgames 

Twitter @worldmindgames 

www.youtube.com/mindgameschannel  

Story continues on next page 



The representation of Chess went to Dinbgfuzhuang middle school No. 4. The Chess Grand  

Masters Peter Heine Nielsen and Bartek Heberla, FIDE Secretary General Ignacius Leong, 

SportAccord Council Member Espen Lund, SportAccord Multi-Sports Games Unit Director David 

Nivelle were among those who took a tour of the school, met the students and learned about the 

system of  teaching the game of Chess there. The two Grand Masters gave a simultaneous on 26 

boards. One 10 years old girl student defeated Nielsen, all other games were won by the Grand 

Masters. Peter and Bartek said that the average level of Chess of those kids is high and maybe it 

was not an accident that Peter Heine Nielsen lost one game against the little talented girl;  

4 female World Chess Champions in the history came from China.  



DAY 2 IN PICTURES 
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Alexei is this year’s Draughts ambassador. He is the 10-time World  Champion (individual), 4-
time World Champion (teams), European Champion (Blitz) in 2007, European Champion in 2012. 

Please tell us about your role as the Draughts 

ambassador. How do you feel about that role? 

My role is to introduce the game of Draughts 
to the public and let people know more about 
Draughts. It is an exciting sport and game and 
I think that once you know it you will under-
stand why.  

Which disciplines within Draughts do you 

play? 

I play International Draughts on 100x100 

boards mainly because I was the World 

Champion in this discipline. Checkers as well,  

for demonstration purposes.  

What does the competition of SportAccord 

World Mind Games mean to Draughts as 

sport? 

This event is the main tournament of the 
World Cup for Draughts. The best players of 
the world are coming here, so it is very im-
portant.  

Do you think Beijing is a good place to host 

this event?  

Yes, China in general has a system which al-
ready unites all intellectual sports and puts 
them together. China as a country can be 
called the host for all mind sports, the system 
of education in mind games is well developed 
here and playing mind games is just natural 
here.  

You are involved also in teaching Draughts? 

Yes, I work in China as a coach and some-
times I coach in China in the Hubei province. 
Two of my students play here at SportAccord 
World Mind Games. 

Your favourites here? 

Anyone can win and anyone can lose. It’s diffi-
cult to predict. We have the best of the world 
here so the competition level is very high.  

Interview with the Draughts ambassador Alexei Chizhov 



Bridge News 
 
After two matches in the Teams Round Robin the big surprise has been the slow start made by 
China in both the Men & Women's competitions.  After a narrow loss to the USA in their opening 
match they suffered a heavy defeat at the hands of Great Britain, who went to the top of the  
table despite losing their opening match to France. 
In the Men's  contest the reigning  World Champions Sweden  won their first two matches to take 
a useful lead. 
The highlight of the day came in their second match against the USA when Fredrik Nystrom 
earned a big swing for his side by making Six Hearts via a technical play known as a show up 
squeeze. 
The players are getting used to a new Victory Point scale of 20 points that more accurately  
reflects the ratio of IMPs to Victory Points so that even a single IMP is of value.  

Xiangqi  
Yesterday was the second day of the Beijing 2012 Sport Accord World Mind games for the 
Xiangqi competition. Chinese player Wang Tian Yi and Vietnamese player Nguyen Hoang Lam 
have won both games with 4 points ahead of the others.  

Wang Tian Yi used the Ping Feng Ma opening against the central canon from Chen Fa Zuo (UK 
player). After an hour, Wang Tian Yi has already taken a strong control of the game and all piec-
es were in good positions. As time ran, Chen Fa Zuo made a couple of small mistakes due to the 
time pressure and lost a central Pawn to Wang. The game finished in almost two hours. Chen Fa 
Zuo decided to give it up when Wang formed an irresistible preposition. Although with regret, 
Chen has demonstrated his good competence. They have both shown good professionalism in 
the game. During the game, Wang has kindly reminded Chen to push the timer, which shows the 
spirit of sports, i.e. (not limited to) fairness and friendship. For the women game, Chen Li Chun 
(China) and Gao Fang Qin (Vietnam) are leading with two points. 



Draughts: Main event according to murderous Otten system started  
 

Yesterday, the main Draughts event for men and women started. The men event consists of the 
sixteen strongest players in the world that according to their strength are evenly distributed 
over four groups. In these groups, they are playing for qualification in the second tournament 
half when the four numbers 1 will compete for places 1-4, the numbers 2 for places 5-8 and so 
on. The women event sees the participation of twelve of the strongest women players distributed 
over two groups of six players. After the round robin tournament, the numbers 1 of both groups 
will play for places 1-2, the numbers 2 for places 3-4 and so on. 

Because of the Otten system that was succesfully introduced last year in the first SportAccord 
World Mind Games, the draughts duellists have to fight eachother untill the end in each 
encounter. Players first will get the opportunity to master their opponent in a game with classical 
thinking time (80 minutes + 1 minute Fischer per move). A win in such a game gives a score of 12
-0. If this game ends in a draw, the players continue with a rapid game of 20 minutes + 20 
seconds Fischer per move where a win is valued at a 9-3 score. If the players can not finish off 
the other the blitz stage of 5 minutes per person plus 3 seconds Fischer per move is entered. 
Here a win is still worth 8-4. In case both players then are still holding on to an equal result, the 
Lehmann- Georgiev tie break follows. In this tiebreak, the players get 5 minutes plus 2 seconds 
per move as the total thinking time available to finish as many games as needed to beat the 
opponent and collect the 7-5 victory.    

It's in this murderous environment that today the first round of the main event was played. It is a 
bit early to make predictions, but Alexander Georgiev, Vadim Virny, Natalia Sadowskaia and 
Olga Fedorovich with their 12-0 victories certainly have excellent chances of finishing high.  

Story continues on next page 



In the women tournament, Nina Hoekman from The Netherlands in the first game against Olga 
Fedorovich from Belarus was surprised by a combination and the coronation of an enemy king 
after she played  19. 30-25?. …. upon which the Belarusian Grand Master responded with silent 
move 13-18. 20. 25x14. Taking is compulsary in Draughts, which means that one can try and 
force his will upon the opponent. At this, Fedorovich proves to be very succesful. 21-27 21. 
32x21 23x32 The plot to remove piece 38 and fly towards coronation. 22. 14x23 18x29 23. 38x7 
29x49 24. 21x12 2x11 and 35 moves later Hoekman had to capitulate.    

 

Enjoying a day off... 

Chess Grand Master Vasily Ivanchuk from Ukraine used his day off to make friends with his 
fellow mind sporters and study the miracles of Draughts. He found an obliging opponent in 
FMJD President Harry Otten. Otten, himself a reputable Draughts player who once reached 
into the semi finals of the Dutch national championship, gave some practical advice and 
needed all his decades of experience to master the talented Draughts novice. In the middle 
game position of the diagram Otten demonstrated the richness of the game to an appreciative 
Ivanchuk. 

Story continues on next page 



Invanchuk with white just played the seemingly logical 1. 46-41 and was suprised by the rather 
annihilating response of Otten who out of nowhere came up with a combination that enabled 
him to crown a king and win the game.  

...19-23 The piece on 28 needs to be removed to make way for the final blow four moves later.  
2. 28x19 10-14 3. 19x10 9-14 Aimed at enabling black to transport piece 15 via coronation to its 
final destination on 22. 4. 10x19 4-10 Crowning an enemy king is always a surprising move.  
5. 15x4 2-7 a silent but very necessary move, black needs to do 'something' as it is not possible 
to 'pass' as in bridge. 6. 4x22 17x46 and K.O. 

Go: China fights back 
The second day of play in the Go competition produced four momentous clashes between  
undefeated players from China and Korea. In the men's section, these two countries split the 
results: Korea's Kang Dongyoon won a riveting marathon fighting game by a fraction of a stone 
in the morning, defeating China's fast-rising star Jiang Weijie; in the afternoon China's Chen 
Yaoye, another fast-rising star, defeated Korea's teen-aged Park Jeonghwan in a fighting game 
that ended relatively quickly.  

In the women's section China's traditional strength reasserted itself as Rui Naiwei, who has  
returned to China after two decades spent in Japan, the United States, and Korea, won a long 
and close game against Korean rival Park Jieun in the afternoon, while her younger compatriot 
Li He defeated the still younger Korean prodigy Choi Jeong. In the repechage section there was 
a noteworthy upset when Lin Chun-yen of Chinese Taipei defeated China's Tuo Jiaxi.  

With three rounds completed sixteen players are still competing: five from Korea, four from  
China, three from Chinese Taipei, two from Japan, and two European women. Which six will win 
the medals is anybody's guess. 



Broadcast news from Afghanistan!   
Saba TV in Afghanistan informed us yesterday that SportAccord World Mind Games have been 
broadcast  for the first time in Afghanistan and the station is the official broadcaster of the 
event in the country. We are very happy about this news as it is a big achievement towards  
media freedom in Afghanistan! Mr Abdulrahimzai, the Manager of the station received positive 
feedback from audience in the rural areas of the country.  

The 2012 edition of SportAccord World Mind Games is aired on twenty-four media platforms 
and the television broadcast is available in 64 territories around the world. Beijing TV is the host 
broadcaster. The live web-streaming is available on The Mind Games Channel on YouTube 
www.youtube.com/mindgameschannel  

 

Results from 13 December 





















All results are available at: http://www.worldmindgames.net/en/results-schedule  



2012 SportAccord World Mind Games official sponsors: 

A Draughts player has lost when he can no longer make a move. This is the most basic rule in 
Draughts. Of course a loss occurs when a player no longer has any pieces (in which case she/
he is also no longer able to make a move), but sometimes it's also possible that the opponent 
can not make a move because her/his position is completely encircled. In the diagram, white 
has the possibility to win in the latter way.   

 

The solution will be published in tomorrow’s Daily Bulletin. 

In a free moment 

Try to solve this Draughts puzzle below: 


